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COMING UP:  2026! 

Volume 22 

Issue 10 

 

Meetings 

The Ann Arbor 

Bonsai Society 

meets on the fourth 

Wednesday of the 

month at the U-M 

Matthaei Botanical 

Gardens, 1800 N. 

Dixboro Road, Ann 

Arbor.  Please join 

us at 6:30 PM to 

meet friends and 

members.  Program 

starts at 7:00 PM. 

President’s Perspective — Don Wenzel 

 

It’s been a pretty successful year by most accounts for the AABS. Much 

of our year has been summarized elsewhere in this newsletter, so I’ll just 

call attention to a few things in particular.  

 

The Bonsai at the Zoo event was expanded to two days this year and 

drew about 1500 attendees. It included participation from the Mid-

Michigan bonsai club, the Four Seasons bonsai club as well as Hidden 

Lake Gardens and Matthaei. A great many people contributed to it’s suc-

cess and I want to give particular kudos to Bob Bauer who spearheaded 

this event for the past two years and was a major reason for its success. 

Bob has decided to step down from his role at this event, so we will be 

looking for someone to take that on if we are to continue this event 

next year. 

 

Besides the zoo, we had a couple other outreach events this year. Chris 
Kehrig and I spent an afternoon at a Japanese cultural event in Farming-

ton, talking bonsai to people who stopped by our table to look at the 

trees we brought. Then, less than two weeks ago Hannah Aiko, Michael 

Bruneau, Jay Sinclair and I visited the West Bloomfield library with trees 

Continued on Page 2... 

This is the last newsletter of the 2025 Bonsai year and we are pretty darned 

pleased with how the year turned out!  We hope you enjoyed it too. We rolled 

out a new logo and merchandise.  We had great attendance at our monthly 

meetings and really appreciated the speakers. The monthly raffle was a boost to 

our operating income. We did a number of meet and greet outreach presenta-

tions at local libraries, clubs, and cultural centers.  Bonsai at the Zoo was HUGE 

this year (over 1500 guests!)  Our members’ show went off without a hitch and 

was enjoyed by over 900 people from our local community.  The annual mem-

ber auction was highly anticipated, with abundant participation and great fun.  

Our membership numbers increased, our budget was solid and we can’t wait to 

do it again next year.  See you again on Wednesday, February 25, 2026! 
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and kusamono and gave a presentation on bonsai. We expect to have a couple more events like this in the 

coming year. 

 

I thought we had a great programming lineup this year. Thank you, Ellen, for all the work you do in putting 

that together. I know next year’s slate is currently being worked on and I look forward to its unveiling.  

 

One of the things that members have requested is more focus on basic bonsai care, so we are planning on 

addressing that in the upcoming year. We also will be bringing back the ‘Get advice on your tree’ segment 

we had in 2024, before the start of our meetings.  There are a couple other things being worked on for 

next year as well. More about that in an upcoming newsletter. 

 

Hopefully everyone has put their trees to bed for the season. My new enclosure looks pretty good, except 

the sun is getting to some of the trees on the north side. I’ll be adding something to block that in the next 

week or so. I have a list of pots I need for next spring, so I’ll be visiting some of the bonsai groups and 

websites looking for just the right ones. Have a great winter and see you in a few months. 
 

President’s Perspective, Con’t from Page 1….. 

October Meeting Minutes — Chris Kehrig 

This is our last meeting of the year. 

3 new members in attendance. 

From the board meeting, there will be no fee for auction sellers in future. 

There will be more basic bonsai info for beginners incorporated into next year’s meetings 

Jack Sustic talked about the World Bonsai Friendship Federation.  (https://www.wbffbonsai.org/) 

 

Angelica Ramirez presented on Discover Potters 

 

Angelica started bonsai in 2019. 

With the traveling she does, trees do not work for her. 

Pots — most important aspect is the health of the tree, i.e., large drainage holes. 

For sizing, the height should be no more than the width of the trunk. 

An oval pot width to be ⅔ tree height with round ⅓. 

Masculine = rectangular/square, unglazed, rough matte, and darker. 

Feminine = round/oval, glazed, and smooth. 

Use what you like - there are not always rules. Continued on Page 3 

https://www.wbffbonsai.org/
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October Meeting, Continued from Page 2... 

Pot color can pick up seasonal changes. 

Literati = shallow/freeform and earthly organic. 

A forest = landscape with visual weight. 

She then went onto many of the individual potters she admires seen in pictures. 

 

Editor’s Note: To visit Angelica’s catalog of 491 pot-

ters go to: https://www.arbonsaiart.com/discover-

potters.html 
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MONTHLY RAFFLE—CALL FOR DONATIONS! 

 I would like to make another plea for donations for our 2026 monthly raffles.  My inven-

tory is getting very sparse and the raffle continues to provide significant income for the 

club.  This only works, however, when we have a sufficient display of desirable items. I 

will continue to purchase wire and offer a package of wire at each raffle, but we need 

books, pots, tools, and any other bonsai supplies that would motivate members to pur-

chase raffle tickets.  Even though it's three months out, it would be helpful if members 

could set aside items while we have some down time. If you have questions, contact me 

via text at 734/812-8182 —Rick 

TREE TALK - Becoming a Bonsai Artist  
Every member of the AABS started with one tree.  Whether you are 

still considering your first tree or have a dozen or more, here is 

where you will find suggestions for developing your artistry. 

The Winter Lull 

For some bonsai enthusiasts the winter is a lonely time while their trees hibernate.  For others it is the 

perfect time to catch up on their logs, journals, and photograph catalogs.  And for some, it is the per-

fect time to build their skill through on-line learning and reading sacred texts.  Some of our favorites: 

Bonsai Mirai: https://bonsaimirai.com/education 

Brussel’s Bonsai: https://brusselsbonsai.com/bonsai-essentials/courses/ 

Bonsaify: https://www.bonsaify.com/collections/ecourses 

Bonsai Heresy, by Michael Hagadorn 

Bonasi Techniques, by John Naka 

Principles of Bonsai Design, by David De Groot 

Bonsai Master Class, by Kunio Kobayashi 

 

https://bonsaimirai.com/education
https://brusselsbonsai.com/bonsai-essentials/courses/
https://www.bonsaify.com/collections/ecourses


Bonsai Events 

2025/2026 
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Date Event Sponsor/Club Link 

December 6th & 7th Winter Silhouette Bonsai Kannapolis, NC www.winterbonsai.net 

February 5 — 16, 2026 Japan Kokufu Bonsai Tour  Tokyo, Kyoto, Nara,  

Kinashi, Okayama 

Japan Journeys 

February 25, 2026 First Meeting of the AABS 

Renew Your Membership! 

Ann Arbor Bonsai Society AABS 

October 17th &18th, 

2026 

Fall Fruit and Foliage Bonsai 

Exhibition 

Hidden Lake Gardens Fall Fruit and Foliage 

AABS Mission 

Statement: The purpose of The Ann Arbor Bonsai Society shall be to 

promote knowledge, appreciation, and practice of the art of 

bonsai to its members and to the general public through 

meetings, lectures, workshops, exhibitions, publications or 

other means.  

Celebrating over 50 years of promoting knowledge, ap-

preciation, and the practice of the art of bonsai. 

WINTER SILHOUETTE BONSAI 2025—DECEMBER 6TH & 7TH 

KANNAPOLIS, NC 

 

Come join us for this amazing national show with over 70 trees on display; free demonstrations by 

Bill Valavanis, Tyler Sherrod, Mark Arpag, and Eli Akins; with 40 vendors!  The show is from 10 AM 

to 5 PM, Saturday Dec 6th; 10 AM - 3 PM Sunday Dec 7th. Admission is free. There is an auction, 

open to all at 5:30 PM on Saturday. For more information, visit our website at: https://

www.winterbonsai.net/ 

http://www.winterbonsai.net
mailto:info@japanjourneys.co.uk
https://www.annarborbonsaisociety.org/
https://ipf.msu.edu/hidden-lake-gardens/fall-exhibition
https://www.winterbonsai.net/
https://www.winterbonsai.net/


Don Wenzel, President  

Ellen Veselenak, Vice President, Programming  

Mark Hanner, Past President  

Brian Shepard, Treasurer  

Chris Kehrig, Recording Secretary  

Anne Evans, Membership, Newsletter  

Michael Bruneau, AABS Show Chair  

Hannah Aiko, Communications and Social-Media  

Melissa Renaud, Marketing and Merchandise  

Jay Sinclair, Director at Large 

Denise Bellinger, Director at Large  

Carmen Leskoviansky, Director at Large 

  

2025 Board Members  

We are on the Web and Social 

Media! 

https://annarborbonsaisociety.org 

https://www.facebook.com/aabs1970/ 

 

Ann Arbor Bonsai Society 

Written correspondence may be addressed 

to 907 Hillside Ct., Ypsilanti, MI 48197. 

 

Email us at: aabonsaisociety@gmail.com 

Ad-Hoc Committees 

Rick McCoy, Raffle Coordinator 

Jay Whitehouse, Webmaster 

Ryan Bavery, Publicity Coordinator 
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"Bonsai is a reflection of the natural world, not a 
competition with it." – Ryan Neil  



SUPPORT for BONSAI MEMBERS’ ENDEAVORS 

All members can offer for sale any bonsai or bonsai related materials in the newsletter 

with no ad fees.  Additionally we are happy to promote member podcasts, published 

materials, non-profits, etc. as long as the content is related to the art of Bonsai.  Ads 

should be submitted for inclusion by the fifth of the  month.  Materials should be sub-

mitted as a jpeg or png full color file.  Ads and announcements will run consecutive 

months without interruption if requested.  Please send artwork to Anne Evans at ae-

vans136@gmail.com. Thank you! 

SUPPORT OUR MEMBERS  
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