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Meetings 

The Ann Arbor Bonsai 

Society meets on the 

fourth Wednesday of 

the month at the U-M 

Matthaei Botanical 

Gardens, 1800 N. 

Dixboro Road, Ann 

Arbor.  The 6 pm pro-

gram is our Beginner’s 

Series led by club men-

tors.  Then join us at 

6:30 PM to meet mem-

bers, buy raffle tickets 

and conduct other club 

business..  The all  

member presentation 

will begin  at 7:00 PM. 

 

Let’s kick off the Bonsai year with our first meeting Wednesday, February 25, 

2026! The Program has changed, so please note times.  We will begin the Program 

at 6 pm with a mentorship program designed for those beginning their bonsai 

journey.  This month’s topic will be the Seasonal Calendar for Michigan Bon-

sai and our mentor will be Michael Bruneau.  Starting at 6:30 will be our pre-

program raffle sales, membership renewals, workshop enrollment (if appropriate) 

and a chance for members to meet and greet.  At 7:00 pm we will have our first 

general membership meeting with April Grigsby. as our speaker. 

This meeting will be a hybrid Zoom meeting - join us in person at the Matthaei 

Botanical Gardens or attend from the comfort of your own home. April will be 

joining virtually via Zoom to talk about pots and demonstrate some of her pottery 

techniques. 

Born in Southern California, April Grigsby did most of her growing up 

in central Ohio where she attended the Columbus College of Art & 

Design, graduating with a BFA with major in ceramics. Her career in art 

has spanned over 4 decades, during which time she has been an adver-

tising illustrator in Chicago, a muralist and portrait artist. Although her 

creative pursuits have been varied, April’s great passion has always 

been working with clay. During a short stay in central California, April 

also taught ceramics to high school students. She now focuses entirely 

on creating bonsai containers. 

 

In 2002 April received a second place award for her traditional pot in 

the 2nd North American Juried Bonsai Pot Competition. Her recent 

entry in the 2025 competition was only for display purposes. April cre-

ates traditional bonsai pots that are greatly inspired by quality Japanese 

and Chinese containers. She works with mid range stoneware that is 

fired to its maturation temperature, making her pots resistant to freez-

ing and thawing. Since April spends a great deal of time making each 

pot, she produces a somewhat limited number of pieces each year… 

usually only vending at two shows. 

April Grigsby 
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Our first meeting of the year is in under two weeks! You will have the option of attending in person 

or via Zoom.  We’ll be sending out login info a day or two before the meeting. Let me make that a 

little clearer - April Grigsby will be giving the talk via Zoom, so you can see it that way from home or 

from Matthaei. 
 

I’m looking forward to this year. We have some excellent programs in the coming months. You can 

find out more about them elsewhere in the newsletter. 
 

There will be a new Bonsai show in our area this fall, the Fall Fruit and Foliage Bonsai Exhibition. It will 

be held at Hidden Lake Gardens October 17th and 18th. Keep an eye out for further news about that. 
 

We will be starting a new activity at our meetings at Matthaei this year. There will be a 30 minute seg-

ment, starting at 6 pm that will discuss some aspect of bonsai from a more basic, beginner’s perspec-

tive. This month’s topic will be the Michigan Bonsai Calendar - what tasks should be done when on 

which species. Michael Bruneau will lead the discussion. March’s topic will be Repotting, and I will lead 

that discussion. We have a host of additional topics in mind, Carmen even put together a possible syl-
labus for the year: 

 1. April- Wire planning 

 2. May- Seasonal Growth Management - BYOT and/or focus on specific species Conifers -  

  black pine and spruce: Deciduous - beech, Japanese maple 

 3. June- Seasonal Growth Management - BYOT and/or focus on specific species Conifers -  

  single flush pines, larch: Deciduous - general Azalea  

 4. July- Seasonal Growth Management - BYOT and/or focus on specific species Conifers - ju

  niper, thuja 

 5. August- Show prep and display 

 6. September- Fall maintenance  

 7. October- Winterization 
 

I’m hoping for a couple things here. First, I’d really like to get input on what topics people would find 

most useful to help guide us in choosing what we discuss. There are lots of topics that aren’t on the 

list above: fertilizing, pest control, disease management, initial shaping, how to go about designing a 

tree, just to name a few. Secondly, it would be great if some of our more knowledgeable members 

would be willing to take on some of these topics, not only to not have to rely on the same resources 

all the time but also to provide the prospective of different peoples’ experience. Feel free to reach out 

to me and share your thoughts - wenzeldt@gmail.com or aabonsaisociety@gmail.com 
 

We also will be doing a minor refresh of our website in the coming months. Mostly cleaning up some 

errors we’ve found. Jay Whitehouse will be taking care of this for us. We are also looking at updating 

the photos we have of trees from past shows. Nothing’s been added since 2022 and we will look at 

making those pages work a little better. Finally, we will be adding a new link that will have the board 

meeting minutes from last year’s meetings as well as future board meeting minutes as they become 

available. I know it’s probably good reading to fall asleep to, but I think it’s important that membership 
be able to have a sense of what the board does as well as from a transparency perspective. 

 

So, things happening. Looking forward to a year of bonsai learning. 

President’s Perspective — Don Wenzel 

mailto:wenzeldt@gmail.com
mailto:aabonsaisociety@gmail.com
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Membership Renewal 

It’s Membership Renewal time! I will be available at the February meeting to 

accept membership renewals in person via cash, check or card.  Membership 

per household is $30 per calendar year.  You may renew your dues in per-

son or by going to our membership page on the AABS website:  

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL and checking out with Paypal. 

 

This year we are updating member name tags with the new logo.  You may 

pick up your new tag at any meeting following payment of your 2026 dues.  

Remember, early payments help us set budgets and pay speaker fees so we 

are appreciative of your prompt consideration!   —-Thank you!  Anne E. 

Programs for 2026! 

While the rest of us have been hibernating, Ellen has been planning our 2026 meeting calendar. It looks 

fantastic. Thank you Ellen for your efforts to make 2026 educational and hands-on, as well as a rewarding 

networking experience, and fun! 

February 25th April Grigsby Hybrid Zoom and in-person 

meeting 

Ceramics Artisit/Pots and Ves-

sels 

March 25th Member Social In-person Bring a Tree to Work On and 

Meet Other Members. 

April 22nd Ryan Huston Wednesday in-person demo & 

Thursday workshop 

Midwest Yamadori 

May 27th Jaime Whitton Wednesday in-person demo & 

Thursday workshop  

Elongated Conifer/Nursery 

Spruce Styling 

June 24th Mark Fields Wednesday in-person demo & 

Thursday workshop 

Shohin 

July 22nd Owen Reich Wednesday in-person demo 

and Thursday workshop 

Japanese Maples 

August 19th, 22nd & 23rd David Cutchin Wednesday presentation and 

show guest 

Several Opportunities 

September 23rd Annual Member Auction Members submit items for 

auction 

Live and Silent Auctions 

October 28th Trivia Night! Join us for our 1st AABS  

Bonsai Trivia Night! 

Snacks, Laughs, Serious Com-

petition, & Prizes! 

https://www.annarborbonsaisociety.org/membership/
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TREE TALK - Becoming a Bonsai Artist  
Every member of the AABS started with one tree.  Whether you are 

still considering your first tree or have a dozen or more, here is 

where you will find suggestions for developing your artistry. 

Late Winter Tasks….. 

• During  winter dormancy, trees need less 

moisture.  Thaws in March and May can 

lead to standing water in wintering Bon-

sai.  Provide drainage. 

• Protect your overwintering outdoor trees 

from wind and ice storms! 

• Only trim off die back.  Pruning can begins 

after active growth starts. 

• Create an inventory of which trees will be 

needing new pots in spring and start 

shopping now. 

The Benefits of Bonsai 

In 2023 Hannah Yamamoto published a beautiful book titled, Bon-

sai for Beginners. She covers many practical aspects of the art such 

as the tools, techniques, the seven best trees for beginners, style and 

aesthetics.  You will have to read her book to discover her 

“magnificent seven trees” because I want to highlight the depth of her 

understanding of the art. 

In today’s world we often find ourselves in theoretical debates regard-

ing philosophical matters of religion, politics, morals, and ethics. And 

then, wonders of wonders, we can’t sleep at night.  But when we 

spend time with Bonsai trees, we find ourselves grounded in the natu-

ral world.  The focus and intricacies required in the practice of Bonsai 

provide many mental health benefits.   

For example, the natural world speaks to seasonal change, resilience, 

adaptability, and renewal. Good for your mental health, right?  The 

design and care of miniature trees allows for personal expression (do 

any two junipers in a show look the same?) and for the brave bonsai 

artist, creativity. Who hasn’t loved a Dean Bull display or pot?  (Dean 

Bull on Facebook) 

Maybe you’ve inherited a tree from another artist or have been gifted 

a tree.  You are probably keenly aware of your stewardship and the 

sentimental value that tree offers you.  You become a lasting part of 

that tree’s legacy.  As a new artist, you have definitely picked an excel-

lent hobby with amazing benefits. As Ms. Yamamoto advises, “allow 

yourself to be captivated by the transformative power of bonsai, the 

therapeutic effects it offers, and the connection it fosters with na-

ture.” 

Next time you cannot sleep, you’ll be able to muse on the praying 

mantis that has been living in your miniature Austrian Pine.  Or why 

the spirals on your tiny ponderosa pinecones represent Fibonacci 

numbers. 

Please see the President’s Perspective for information 

regarding our new, in person, trainings designed for new 

Bonsai collectors.  See you at 6PM! 

https://www.facebook.com/dean.bull.733
https://www.facebook.com/dean.bull.733


Bonsai Events 

2026 
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Date Event Sponsor/Club Link 

April 17th—19th Spring Bonsai Festival 

(Hershey, PA) 

Mid-Atlantic Bonsai Societies Link 

May 9th & 10th All Michigan Bonsai Show Frederick Meijer Gardens Link 

August 22nd & 23rd AABS Annual Member 

Show 

Ann Arbor Bonsai Society AABS 

August 28th—31st 10th World Bonsai Con-

vention (Kuala Lumpur) 

World Bonsai Friendship Federation Link 

September 26th & 

27th 

Four Seasons Bonsai Club 

Show 

Four Seasons / Bordine’s Nursery Link 

October 3rd West Michigan Bonsai 

Club Fall Show 

West Michigan Bonsai Club, Grand Rap-

ids 

Link 

October 17th &18th, 

2026 

Fall Fruit and Foliage 

Bonsai Exhibition 

Hidden Lake Gardens Fall Fruit and 

Foliage 

AABS Mission Statement: 

The purpose of The Ann Arbor Bonsai Society shall be to 

promote knowledge, appreciation, and practice of the art of 

bonsai to its members and to the general public through 

meetings, lectures, workshops, exhibitions, publications or 

other means.  

Celebrating over 50 years of promoting knowledge, ap-

preciation, and the practice of the art of bonsai. 

http://www.midatlanticbonsai.org/festival/
https://www.meijergardens.org/gardens/plant-show-series/
https://www.annarborbonsaisociety.org/
https://www.malaysiabonsaisuiseki.com/
https://fourseasonsbonsai.com/events/annual-bonsai-show-day-1-2026/
https://www.wmbonsai.com/
https://ipf.msu.edu/hidden-lake-gardens/fall-exhibition
https://ipf.msu.edu/hidden-lake-gardens/fall-exhibition


Don Wenzel, President  

Ellen Veselenak, Vice President, Programming  

Mark Hanner, Past President  

Brian Shepard, Treasurer  

Chris Kehrig, Recording Secretary  

Anne Evans, Membership, Newsletter  

Michael Bruneau, AABS Show Chair  

Hannah Aiko, Communications and Social-Media  

Melissa Renaud, Marketing and Merchandise  

Jay Sinclair, Director at Large 

Denise Bellinger, Director at Large  

Carmen Leskoviansky, Director at Large 

  

2025 Board Members  

We are on the Web and Social 

Media! 

https://annarborbonsaisociety.org 

https://www.facebook.com/aabs1970/ 

 

Ann Arbor Bonsai Society 

Written correspondence may be addressed 

to 907 Hillside Ct., Ypsilanti, MI 48197. 

 

Email us at: aabonsaisociety@gmail.com 

Ad-Hoc Committees 

Rick McCoy, Raffle Coordinator 

Jay Whitehouse, Webmaster 

Ryan Bavery, Publicity Coordinator 
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“One of the remarkable benefits of bonsai is the profound connection and 
appreciation for nature that it fosters. Through the art of bonsai, enthusiasts 
embark on a journey that brings them closer to the wonders of the natural 
world.” 

    —Hannah Yamamoto 



SUPPORT for BONSAI MEMBERS’ ENDEAVORS 

All members can advertise any bonsai or bonsai related materials in the newsletter with no ad fees.  Addi-

tionally we are happy to promote member podcasts, published materials, non-profits, etc. as long as the 

content is related to the art of Bonsai.  Ads should be submitted for inclusion by the fifth of the  month.  

Materials should be submitted as a jpeg or png full color file.  Ads and announcements will run consecu-

tive months without interruption if requested.  Please send artwork to Anne Evans at ae-

vans136@gmail.com. Thank you! 

SUPPORT OUR MEMBERS  
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