Meetings

The Ann Arbor Bon-
sai Society meets on
the fourth Wednes-
day of the month at
the U-M Matthaei
Botanical Gardens,

ANN ARBOR ...
BONSAI SOCIETY
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July 2026 Program — Japanese Maples with Owen Reich

Join us on July 22nd when we welcome Owen Reich,
owner of Bonsai Unearthed, a prominent bonsai
study and educational platform. Owen Reich has a
degree in ornamental horticulture from the Universi-
ty of Georgia and has completed a formal apprentice-
ship at Fujikawa Kouka-en in Japan.

1800 N. Dixboro
Road, Ann Arbor.
The 6 pm program is
our Beginner’s Series
led by club mentors.
Then join us at 6:30
PM to meet members,
buy raffle tickets and
conduct other club

Bring in your Japanese maples! Owen will use mem-
ber’s trees to teach about Japanese maples. He will
discuss design changes and healthcare to help contin-
ue the refinement of each composition.

Just Added: Owen will hold a workshop on Thurs-

day, July 23rd at 10 am for those wishing further
mentorship for their maples. BYOT, $50. Mention

business.. The all “Reich Workshop” when paying via Paypal online:

member presentation
will begin at 7:00 PM.

Owen Reich, Bonsai Unearthed

aabonsaisociety@gmail.com. We will also take regis-
trations at the July meeting.

President’s Perspective — Don Wenzel INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

July 2026 Program

| want to take a few minutes to talk up the workshops our club offers

scattered throughout the year. Having the opportunity to spend some President’s Perspective -2
almost one on one time with a bonsai professional is one of the best Updates to Schedule 2
ways to advance your bonsai knowledge and expertise. There are sel- Minutes from June 3
dom more than 8-10 others in attendance, giving you the chance to ask Coming up in August 4
whatever questions you may have. Listening to the conversations of the July Beginner’s Series 4
other attendees often provides insights about things one hasn’t consid- Tree Talk 5
ered. This year, for me, two of our workshops were particularly reward- 5. . icndar 6
ing. The first was tree collecting with Ryan Huston back in April. | now .
o Mission Statement 6
have three (still alive!) collected trees from that workshop. The second c U ;
ontact Us
was the workshop with Mark Fields. There were only five of us at that Raf ;
arrie
event. | brought half a dozen shohin and was able to talk with Mark
. Board Members 7
about all of them, he even worked on one of them. The advice he gave
Support our Members 8

me about my Siberian Elm has already resulted in noticeable changes and

Continued on Page 2.....
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President’s Perspective Continued....

will allow me to have something showable much sooner than would have been possible otherwise. So, if
you’ve been considering attending a workshop but haven’t taken the plunge, | highly recommend doing
so.

Another reminder about upcoming elections this year. Most of the board is planning on staying on, but
if you are interested in a position you should speak up. As I've mentioned before, knowing someone is
interested gives us the chance to assist that person in learning the role so they are more comfortable in
taking it on. The membership position, currently held by Anne Evans is available if someone is interest-
ed. Anne would be happy to talk with you about what is involved and help you get familiar with the vari-
ous tasks during a transition period.

Here’s the schedule of events that will take place for elections this year:

September meeting - nominations for positions accepted

Shortly after the September meeting - slate of board members that will be voted on will be
emailed to the general membership

October meeting - vote for board members will be held.

The details of the process can also be viewed in the Constitution and By Laws link of the AABS website.

Finally, The Fall, Fruit and Foliage show is about 3 months away now. It is shaping up to be a great event.
A call for trees was recently sent out, so if you are thinking about showing something there, now’s the
time to decide and let them know. The event will have a number of very well known bonsai profession-
als, including William Valavanis and Sean Smith among others, in attendance. The vendor list is pretty
stellar as well. Check here for the latest information.

% NOTE — CHANGES TO OUR NORMAL %
= SCHEDULE OF EVENTS! =

The following dates and programs are being held on dates that differ from our usual calendar. Please take
note:

¢ The August meeting will be held on the third Wednesday of the month, August 19th, to ac-
commodate the AABS Member Bonsai Show schedule. Beginner’s Series starts at 6 pm and our regular
meeting will begin at 7 pm.

¢ There will be no workshop on Thursday, August 20th. However, our guest, David Cutchin, will be con-
ducting a workshop during the AABS Member Bonsai Show on Sunday, August 23rd at 1:00 PM in class-
room |25. This is a BYOT event and costs $75 to participate. The workshop is limited to 10 par-
ticipants so we urge members to sign up early!

¢ You may sign up for the Cutchin workshop via Paypal (aabonsaisociety@gmail.com). Please note
“Cutchin Workshop” in the comment section. We will also take registrations at the July meeting and, if
any spaces remain, at the August meeting.



https://bonsai-bsf.com/wp-content/uploads/FFFE-Flyer-compressed.pdf
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Submitted by Chris Kehrig

Meeting Announcements:
Welcome to our 3 new members in attendance.
Hugh Danville, a past member of note, has donated many pots for future raffles and auction.

Next month’s meeting with Owen Reich will be hands on! Bring your Japanese Maple for Owen to review and assist.

Shohin with Mark Fields

Mark has 58 years of bonsai experience.
The displays were 7 and 5 point compositions.

There should be a large slab that holds the main tree and accent plant.

This slab points to the composition.

Shohin bonsai are 8” from the top of the pot but
have grown to 10” as acceptable.

A Black or Red Pine goes on top and points to-
wards main tree.

The lower trees in composition should be going
inward.

The pots all need to be different with one having

painted surface.

Mark Starts a 7 Pt. Display

Mark doesn’t keep moss on trees until show — wants the water to soak in completely.

He keeps indoor/outdoor carpet underneath for

moisture.
Camelia oil goes on the pots.

All of the trees go on stands within the
composition.

Tropicals can be mixed in or have their own dis-
play.

Mark does not fertilize in early Spring to avoid
large internodes.

Fertilization in Fall helps the trees for the follow-

ing year.

Display Completed

Maples are repotted every Spring and Tropicals in the Summer.
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Coming Up in August — David Cutchin ;

David Cutchin is a 6th generation Floridian, and a 2nd genera-
tion bonsai artist and grower. Born and raised in the Florida
panhandle, David moved to central Florida in 201 | to study
horticulture at UF following an | | -year career with the For-
est Service. This is also when he began training to be a bonsai
professional. In 2016 David became a student of Ryan Neil of
Bonsai Mirai where he concentrated on technical application
and design. Bridging the historically self-taught bonsai applica-
tion of the southeast and the technical mastery of the west
really pushed David to a greater appreciation of the art form
and nuances in his home state. In 2021, David founded The
Florida Collective. His aim was to celebrate Florida’s collec-

tive uniqueness. Florida being a diverse state in which to
practice bonsai allowed David the opportunity to deploy
David Cutchin many stylistic approaches across many horticultural applica-
tions. Currently, David teaches temperate, sub-tropical, and
tropical cultivation. We are pleased to have David join us for
our August meeting on Wednesday, August |9th and as our
guest artist at the AABS Annual Member Show on Saturday
and Sunday, August 22nd and 23rd.

Beginner Series — July

Join us at 6 pm on July 22nd for this
month’s beginners’ series. Carmen
Leskoviansky will be speaking to Seasonal
Growth Management. This month she
will be focused on the Conifer species
Juniper and Thuja .

Feel free to bring any of your trees that
will be discussed for consultation.

Northern White Cedar (Thuja occidentalis), Brian Donnely of
Quebec City. U.S. National Bonsai Exhibit Photograph
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TREE TALK - BECOMING A BONSAI ARTIST

Every member of the AABS started with one tree. Whether you are still considering
your first tree or have a dozen or more, here is where you will find suggestions for de-
veloping your artistry.

The Basics of Bonsai Feeding

The best time to think about fertilizer as a Bonsai artist is in January. You
know, when your trees are dormant and you’re sitting in the family room next
to a fire, smelling chili on the stove and thinking about binge watching the latest

Spider -man, -verse, -thingy show on Netflix. But | will get to that in a minute.

For newer bonsai enthusiasts it’s important to remember that bonsai need nu-
trients continually throughout the active growing season. Their limited amount
of aggregate or medium means they run out of macronutrients (N-P-K) as well
as micronutrients (iron, magnesium, zinc, boron) easily. Feeding maintains
healthy strong growth and helps plants survive pest damage and other environ-
mental foes.

Liquid fertilizers have the benefit of being quick to deliver nutrients directly to
the roots but require a weekly to bi-weekly ritual of measuring feed-to-water
before manual administration. Liquid fertilizers are best used with indoor/
tropical trees and in spring during active growth periods for Midwest natives.
Liquid fertilizers can also be mixed and sprayed (morning or evening) right on

tree foliage (foliar feeding). Here’s a good explanation of the benefits of foliar
feeding: Foliar Feeding.

Solid, slow-release, organic pellets break down gradually over a period of
weeks which limits the number of applications and provides a baseline feed
throughout the season. Most of our members will use both methods, liquid

and slow release, simultaneously. As long as your fertilizer provides both mac-
ro and micro nutrients you can use any brand that suits you. You will probably
find that rotating brands gives you the most diversity of nutrients.

Back to your easy chair in winter. This is the best time to solve the problem of
using pelleted or organic slow-release fertilizer. These fertilizers tend to be
taken away by pests, clog up your planting medium, or blow off your pots. You
will want to purchase new empty teabags (drawstring bags are nice) or fertilizer
baskets. As you stream your favorite shows you can fill the containers with
pellets, etc. and stock up a pile for use all summer long. Several bags per tree
(depending on size and maturity), replaced approximately 3 times during the
season will keep you going. In the spring, plop the tea bags right on the soil and
adhere with a tooth pick! Your trees will be so happy!



https://www.kaizenbonsai.com/pages/foliar-feeding-of-plant-nutrients-bonsai-trees?srsltid=AfmBOopJUwG_nAVZvNiKHI_I1J69-aMlz1RKFwpfX8PkKJqtJIZuXgYY

Bonsai Events

2026
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Date Event Sponsor/Club Link

August 14—16, 20 48th Annual Mid- Midwest Bonsai & the Chicago Botanical |Link
America Bonsai Exhibi- Gardens
tion

August 22nd & AABS Annual Ann Arbor Bonsai Society AABS

23rd Member Show

August 28th—31st 10th World Bonsai Con- |World Bonsai Friendship Federation Link
vention (Kuala Lumpur)

September 26th & Four Seasons Bonsai Club |Four Seasons / Bordine’s Nursery Link

27th Show

October 3rd & 4th West Michigan Bonsai West Michigan Bonsai Club, Grand Rapids |Link
Club Fall Show

October 17th &18th, |Fall Fruit and Foliage Hidden Lake Gardens Fall Fruit and

2026 Bonsai Exhibition Foliage

AABS Mission Statement:

The purpose of The Ann Arbor Bonsai Society shall be to pro-
mote knowledge, appreciation, and practice of the art of bonsai
to its members and to the general public through meetings, lec-
tures, workshops, exhibitions, publications or other means.

Celebrating over 50 years of promoting knowledge, ap-

preciation, and the practice of the avt of bonsat.



https://www.midwestbonsai.org/august-exhibition
https://www.annarborbonsaisociety.org/
https://www.malaysiabonsaisuiseki.com/
https://fourseasonsbonsai.com/events/annual-bonsai-show-day-1-2026/
https://www.wmbonsai.com/
https://ipf.msu.edu/hidden-lake-gardens/fall-exhibition
https://ipf.msu.edu/hidden-lake-gardens/fall-exhibition
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Ann Arbor Bonsai Society

Weritten correspondence may be addressed We are on the Weh and Social
to 907 Hillside Ct.,Ypsilanti, Ml 48197. Medial
https://annarborhonsaisociety.org
Email us at: aabonsaisociety@gmail.com https://www.facehook.com/aahs1970/
Prizes for the Raffle .

We are always soliciting donations suitable for prizes to be raffled during each general meeting, .
and, for the Annual Bonsai Show Raffle. If you have a tree, bonsai pot, tool or anything else bon- .
sai related, that you do not use anymore and is still in good condition, consider donating it to
the Society. Please see Rick McCoy at any meeting or email him at imrickmccoy@yahoo.com

2026 Board Members Ad-Hoc Committees

Don Wenzel, President Rick McCoy, Raffle Coordinator

Ellen Veselenak, Vice President, Programming Jay Whitehouse, Webmaster
Mark Hanner, Past President Ryan Bavery, Publicity Coordinator
Brian Shepard, Treasurer —n mm n mm s mm s s s s s s e n

i Position Openings on the Board and Ad-Hoc

- Committees open each October. If a member is
Anne Evans, Membership, Newsletter l interested in serving they should contact the
Michael Bruneau, AABS Show Chair " President, Don Wenzel, at wenzeldt@gmail.com
. to express interest. The Slate of Officers is set

| by the Board in September and voted on by the

Chris Kehrig, Recording Secretary

Hannah Aiko, Communications and Social-Media

Melissa Renaud, Marketing and Merchandise * general membership in October,

o . |
Jay Sinclair, Director at Large « It is also possible to shadow a board member for
Denise Bellinger, Director at Large l a period of time to learn the role ahead of the

" October election. We encourage you to join

Carmen Leskoviansky, Director at Large .
. our leadership!

e e e s = = -



FOR BONSAI PEOPLE

A BONSAI PODCAST FOR ALL SKILL LEVELS FEATURING
CARMEN LESKOVIANSKY AND EVAN PARDUE
AVAILABLE ON ALL LISTENING PLATFORMS

_@REEN “WITCH_ GAARDENS

‘MICHIGANS {ARGEST
BONSAI NURSERY

Boxsar TRrees, CrassEs,
TooLrs, POTTERY, AND MORE

8930 S. CustEr Rb.

69-266
- MonroEe MI 48161 (734)2,, o
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MEMBERS

AABS Member Len Buckman has published a
book, Bonsai: Anyone Can Do It. His book is in-

tended for those beginning their bonsai journey.

You may purchase Len’s book by contacting him
at lenbuckman®@aol.com. The book is $16 and

shipping is $5.
Call for AppOwrtments., Troe & Collection
Show Schedules. and Martenance. Orwr
Apprasals. Specal Orders Servces Avadable

Ken’s World of Bonsai
Trosa, Pom, & Acossstres From. seound The Woria
Buy * Sel » Trade

Flrut et

Ken Huth - 330-896-9800

Avatabio at Your Oub, PO. Box 51
Home, Ofice. Party, Exc Green, OM 44232
Emat. com Ovyer For More vio
Bonsai at Bonsai Trees
’ Pre-Bonsai
Telly’s _ Pottery
Greenhouse ~ Tools
g,bmruﬂ%. Lhigvence Soil .
= 3301 Jolm R - Wire
, M 48083-5656 s
rz-;[aqm lnsll'ncho, 1 P.l.
Fax (48] (AO-5731 Classes
swovamLn . 0% Dscomt % Much More!

SUPPORT for BONSAI MEMBERS’ ENDEAVORS

Members may advertise any bonsai or bonsai related materials in the newsletter with no ad fees. Addi-

tionally we are happy to promote member podcasts, published materials, non-profits, etc. as long as the

content is related to the art of Bonsai. Ads should be submitted for inclusion by the fifth of the month.

Materials should be submitted as a jpeg or png full color file. Ads and announcements will run consecu-

tive months without interruption if requested. Please send artwork to aevans136@gmail.com. Thank you!



